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• GEG emission mitigation

• Food security crisis

• Biodiversity loss

• Arid and semi-arid extension in Mexico

• World and national energetic crises

Mexico’s bioenergy need





Why BIO3?

• How to ensure ecological sustainability 
in arid and marginal lands?
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> 55% arid and semi-arid lands in Mexico

historically productive for harvesting products



BIO3 in arid lands

• To evaluate potential sources for bioenergy and 
biodiesel in arid and marginal lands

• Develop new bioenergy and biodiesel alternatives for arid and 
marginal lands in Mexico to transfer worldwide

• Provide bioenergy from native species and alternative productive 
systems

• Promote dialogue between academy and decision 
makers to strenghten institutions to the use of 
bioenergy alternatives
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Immediate solutions may not be 
the real solutions for sustainability

 Fast track solutions questionable
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Main Components

• Biological - ecophysiological

• Agroecological - ecosystem

• Technological - biotechnological

• Socio-economic - sustainability



Photosynthesis = common factor
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Functional diversity in 
native arid land species
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Ecophysiological

From: Nelson 1999

Lesquerella



Diversity of plant 
families and oil content 
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Cucurbitaceae

Hábito: vines

Base de Datos Composición Química

                        Número de     Ácidos grasos
                         especies         (%) X ±  SD                                             

                                                        
Cucurbitaceae       18              36.88 ±  9.01

D. Sonorense             31



Brassicaceae

Lesquerella fendleri

Hábito: herbs

Base de Datos Composición Química

                        Número de     Ácidos grasos
                         especies         (%) X ±  SD                                             
                                                        
Brassicaceae         58            23.08 ± 6.48

D. Sonorense          44



Productive systems

Biotechnology systems
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Possible productive systems

• Agroecosystems & restoration

!Terrenos agrícolas abandonados



Productive systems

Arid land abandoned agricultural field restoration

We would like to use functional and seasonal diversity 
(trees, shrubs and herbs) of native species for biodiesel 

and biofuel.



Other productive systems



However.....

Biodiesel from microalgae

• Short time for production (days)

• Smaller surfaces required for production

• Simpler biomass composition

• Large biodiversity available

• Technological flexibility....

Green Fuel Technology not economically feasible.....(Dimitrov 2007)



We need consider environment and 
sustainability, as much as biological, 
technological and socioeconomic 

aspects.
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Some major concerns relate to:
Actual implementation costs
Actual eficiency
Actual productivity
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Promote a dialogue between academy 
and decision makers for the use of 

bioenergy alternatives



• Strategy:

• Talks on biofuels and biodiesel

• Publications

• Web resources

• National experts meeting and 
workshops

• International meeting and workshops

• Promote formal and informal hearing 
with representatives



•National Meeting 2008
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International Meeting 2010

Hermosillo, Mexico



Thanks ..


